
Travel Photography Cheat Sheet
A comprehensive cheat sheet for travel photography, covering essential techniques, equipment, composition, and post-processing tips to capture

stunning images on your adventures.

Essential Gear & Settings

Composition Techniques

Working with Light

Post-Processing Tips

Camera Equipment Essentials

Camera Body: Choose a camera that suits your needs: DSLR, mirrorless, or

even a high-end smartphone.

Lenses: A versatile zoom lens (e.g., 24-70mm) and a wide-angle lens

(e.g., 16-35mm) are good starting points.

Tripod: Essential for sharp images in low light or when using slow

shutter speeds.

Extra Batteries &

Memory Cards:

Always carry spares, as you don’t want to run out of power or

storage space.

Filters: Polarizing filters reduce glare and enhance colors; ND filters

allow for long exposures in bright light.

Camera Bag: A comfortable and protective bag to carry your gear safely.

Essential Camera Settings

Aperture (f-

stop):

Controls depth of field. Wide apertures (e.g., f/2.8) for shallow depth of

field; narrow apertures (e.g., f/11) for greater depth of field.

Shutter

Speed:

Controls motion blur and brightness. Fast shutter speeds (e.g., 1/500s)

freeze motion; slow shutter speeds (e.g., 1s) create motion blur.

ISO: Controls sensitivity to light. Lower ISO (e.g., 100) for less noise; higher

ISO (e.g., 3200) for low-light situations (but more noise).

White

Balance:

Adjusts colors to match the lighting conditions. Use presets or custom

settings for accuracy.

Shooting

Mode:

Aperture Priority (Av or A) for controlling depth of field, Shutter Priority

(Tv or S) for controlling motion blur, Manual (M) for full control.

Focus Mode: Single-point AF for stationary subjects, Continuous AF for moving

subjects.

Basic Composition Rules

Rule of Thirds: Divide the scene into nine equal parts with two horizontal and two vertical

lines. Place key elements along these lines or at their intersections.

Leading Lines: Use lines (roads, rivers, fences) to guide the viewer’s eye through the

image.

Symmetry and Patterns: Look for symmetrical scenes or repeating patterns to create

visually appealing images.

Framing: Use elements in the scene (trees, arches, doorways) to frame the main subject.

Foreground Interest: Include interesting elements in the foreground to add depth and

context to the image.

Fill the Frame: Get close to your subject to eliminate distractions and emphasize details.

Advanced Composition Tips

Negative

Space:

Use empty space around your subject to create a sense of balance

and draw attention to it.

Viewpoint: Experiment with different angles and perspectives (high, low, eye-

level) to find the most compelling composition.

Depth of Field: Use shallow depth of field to isolate your subject or deep depth of

field to keep everything in focus.

Color Harmony: Pay attention to how colors interact in your scene. Look for

complementary or contrasting color schemes.

Simplicity: Sometimes, the best compositions are the simplest. Eliminate

distractions and focus on the essential elements.

Texture and

Patterns

Capture interesting textures and repeating patterns to add visual

interest to your photos.

Understanding Natural Light

Golden Hour: The hour after sunrise and the hour before sunset, when the light is warm,

soft, and diffused.

Blue Hour: The period of twilight just before sunrise and after sunset, when the sky is a

deep blue color.

Midday Sun: Harsh and direct light that can create strong shadows. Try to shoot in

shaded areas or use a diffuser.

Overcast Days: Soft, even light that is ideal for portraits and landscapes.

Direction of Light: Pay attention to the direction of light and how it affects your subject.

Side light can create interesting shadows and textures.

Using Shadows: Incorporate shadows in your compositions to add depth and dimension.

Light Modifiers

Reflectors: Bounce light onto your subject to fill in shadows and create

a more even exposure.

Diffusers: Soften harsh light and reduce contrast.

Polarizing Filters: Reduce glare and reflections, especially on water and glass.

Neutral Density (ND)

Filters:

Reduce the amount of light entering the lens, allowing you

to use slower shutter speeds in bright conditions.

Graduated Neutral

Density (GND) Filters:

Darken the sky while keeping the foreground properly

exposed.

Fill Flash: Use a flash to brighten shadows and balance the exposure

in backlit situations.
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Basic Adjustments

Exposure: Adjust the overall brightness of the image.

Contrast: Adjust the difference between the darkest and brightest areas of

the image.

Highlights &

Shadows:

Recover detail in the brightest and darkest areas of the image.

White Balance: Correct any color casts and ensure accurate colors.

Clarity: Add definition and texture to the image.

Vibrance &

Saturation:

Adjust the intensity of the colors.

Advanced Techniques

Noise Reduction: Reduce graininess in high-ISO images.

Sharpening: Enhance the details and sharpness of the image.

Cropping & Straightening: Improve the composition and correct any perspective issues.

Local Adjustments: Use brushes and gradients to make targeted adjustments to specific

areas of the image.

Color Grading: Adjust the colors to create a specific mood or style.

Removing Distractions: Use cloning and healing tools to remove unwanted elements from

the scene.
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